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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: there is no support for amounts in percentages as recited in claim 2.. 



Oaim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bruls et al 

(US 5,756,576, cited on IDS dated 3/9/2004) in view of Kurasawa et al (US 2002/0040090, cited 

on EDS dated 8/19/2004). 

Bruls et al discloses a polymer composition for use in molded articles (col. 5, lines 3-17) 

comprising 20-90 wt % (abstract) thermoplastic such as exemplified poly amide (col. 5, lines 35- 

36); 5-79 wt % (abstract) of a graft copolymer which is exemplified as ABS (col. 5, line 3 1) 

which has a backbone having a Tg of less than 0°C (col. 2, Unes 44-45); 1-50 wt % (abstract) of 

a terpolymer which is exemplified as a terpolymer of styrene, acrylonitrile, and maleic anhydride 

(col. 5, hnes 37-38); ptionally conductive fibers (col. 5, lines 21-22); and other additives (col. 5, 

lines 18-24). For exemplified amounts of polymers, see the first table in col. 6. 
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While Bruls et al discloses the use of conductive fibers, it does not discloses the use of 
carbon nanofibrils in a specified amount. 

Kurasawa et al discloses thermoplastic resin composition comprising 0. 1-20 wt % carbon 
nanofibrils and teaches that hollow nanofbrils (paragraph 0056) in thermoplastic resin 
compositions provide not only the desirably improved conductivity but also excellent mechanical 
strength, heat resistance, and anti-static performance (paragraph 0102). 

Given that Bruls et al is open to the use of conductive fibers and further given that hollow 
nanofibrils are conductive fibers which also provide for a desirable combination of conductive 
and mechanical, thermal, and anti-static properties, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to utilize carbon nanofibrils in an amount of 0. 1-20 wt % in the 
composition of Bruls et al to obtain a conductive thermoplastic composition. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The International Search Report for PCT/EP04/001946 has been considered. The X 
references, EP 1 125 985, US 2002/040090, and US 2002/183435, have been fully considered, 
however, they have not been used in the prior art rejections of record because they do not 
disclose or suggest a composition comprising polyamide, graft copolymer, a terpolymer, and 
carbon nanofibrils. 



Application/Control Number: 10/796,525 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1714 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vickey Ronesi whose telephone number is (571) 272-2701. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vasu Jagannathan can be reached on (571) 272-1 1 19. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

10/25/2006 
Vickey Ronesi 




